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government of the Emperor in its task of strengthening
the new Empire entered the path of Liberalism, then her
favour inclined to the side of the Conservative elements,
and especially to the Catholics; as under a Protestant
dynasty these were often and, to a certain point, regularly
in opposition, the support of the Catholics was of much
interest to the Empress.

During the periods when our foreign policy could go
hand in hand with Austria, her mood towards Austria was
distant and unfriendly; when our policy made opposition
to Austria necessary, then the Queen became the repre-
sentative of Austrian interests, and this was the case right
into the beginning of the war of 1866. Even after fight-
ing had begun on the Bohemian frontier, the organ of
Herr von Schleinitz, under the patronage of her Majesty,
kept up relations and negotiations of a very dubious na-
ture. After I became Minister of Foreign Affairs, and
Herr von Schleinitz Minister of the Royal House, he held
the position of a kind of opposition minister to the Queen,
who could provide her Majesty with material for criticism
and for influencing the King. He used for this purpose
the connexions which, when he was my predecessor, he
had made by private correspondence, and concentrated in
his hands a system of regular diplomatic reports. I re-
ceived the proof of this by accident; some of these reports
came into my hands by a mistake of the courier or of the
post; they were so drawn up that one could see they were
not isolated, and they so closely resembled official reports
that I noticed nothing till I was startled by some refer-
ences in the text; then I looked for the envelope in the
wastepaper basket and found on it the address of Herr
von Schleinitz. To the officials with whom he maintained